
Public Comments Received for Case Number: 2026-00185 
Response Monday, August 31, 2026 

Your comments in the above referenced matter have been received and will be placed into the 
case file for the Commission’s consideration. Please cite the case number in this matter, 2026-
00185 in any further correspondence. 

The documents in this case are available at: View Case Filings for: 2026-00185 (ky.gov). 

Received through Public Comments Saturday, August 29, 2026 

From: Jennifer Meredith 
City: Williamsburg 
State: KY 
Zip: 40769-2096 

Comments: 
To the Kentucky Public Service Commission: 

I am a resident of Whitley County, Kentucky, and I respectfully submit this comment regarding 
Case No. 2026-00185, the Commission’s investigation into the affordability of electric service 
and the potential effects of large new electric customers, particularly as Kentucky experiences 
increasing interest from data centers of varying sizes. 

Whitley County faces significant economic challenges that make electric affordability especially 
important. According to U.S. Census Bureau estimates, Whitley County’s poverty rate exceeds 
the statewide rate, while its median household income is below Kentucky’s median household 
income. The county also has a substantial number of households living on fixed or limited 
incomes, including elderly residents and families already facing significant housing, food, 
transportation, and medical expenses. Under these circumstances, even a modest increase in 
monthly electric bills could impose a serious hardship. These conditions underscore why 
existing residential customers should not be required to bear costs associated with 
infrastructure constructed primarily to serve large commercial customers. 

I understand that data centers and similar facilities may require extraordinary amounts of 
electricity, as well as new generation facilities, substations, transmission lines, and other 
electric-grid infrastructure. 

I respectfully request that the Commission ensure existing residential customers are not 
subjected to electric-rate increases or other cost increases resulting from infrastructure, 
generation, transmission, or related investments made primarily to serve new electric 
customers, regardless of the size of the data center. Residential customers should be 
protected from these costs both now and in the future. 

In particular, I ask the Commission to consider the following: 

Data centers and other extremely large-load customers should bear the full cost of 
infrastructure required primarily to serve their electricity demand. 
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Residential customers should never be required to subsidize new power plants, transmission 
lines, substations, or other infrastructure constructed primarily to serve data centers of any 
size. They should also be protected from future rate increases associated with these costs. 

Utilities should provide clear disclosure of projected data-center electricity demand when 
seeking approval for new generation, transmission infrastructure, or rate increases. 

The Commission should carefully determine whether projected data-center demand is based 
on committed projects or speculative proposals before authorizing major investments that 
could ultimately be recovered from ratepayers. 

Contracts between utilities and data-center customers should include strong protections to 
ensure that existing customers are not left responsible for infrastructure costs if a proposed 
data center is delayed, downsized, or abandoned. 

The Commission should evaluate the cumulative impact of multiple proposed data centers 
rather than considering each project in isolation. 

Kentucky residents should receive meaningful public notice and opportunities to comment 
when a proposed data center could require substantial new utility infrastructure in their region. 

The Commission should establish safeguards ensuring that existing residential customers do 
not experience electric-rate increases, either now or in the future, because of costs associated 
with serving data centers or other large commercial loads. 

As a Whitley County resident, I am particularly concerned about how future data-center 
development could affect families in southeastern Kentucky. Because Whitley County has 
higher poverty and lower household incomes than Kentucky overall, many residents have 
limited ability to absorb increased utility costs. Our communities should not face higher 
household electricity bills because infrastructure was constructed primarily to serve 
commercial data centers of any size, and residents should remain protected from such 
increases in the future. 

I am not asking Kentucky to reject economic development or technological advancement. I am 
asking that economic development pay its own way and that Kentucky families be protected 
from any resulting rate increases, both now and in the future. 

Please make affordability for existing residential customers a priority and ensure that they are 
not subjected to electric-rate increases as the Commission evaluates Kentucky’s changing 
electricity needs. 

Thank you for providing Kentucky residents with the opportunity to participate in this 
proceeding. 

Respectfully, 

Jennifer Meredith 
Whitley County, Kentucky 
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Service List for 2026-00185 

* CitiPower, L.L.C. 
CitiPower, L.L.C. 
37 Court Street 
P. O. Box 1309 
Whitley City, KY 42653 

* Honorable Allyson K Sturgeon 
Vice President and Deputy General Counsel-Regulatory and PPL 
LG&E and KU Energy LLC 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Christopher C Tieke 
Counsel - Regulatory 
PPL Services Corporation 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Farmers R.E.C.C. 
Farmers R.E.C.C. 
504 South Broadway 
P. O. Box 1298 
Glasgow, KY 42141-1298 

* Jackson Purchase Energy Corporation 
Jackson Purchase Energy Corporation 
6525 US Highway 60 W 
Paducah, KY 42001 

* Kentucky Power Company 
Kentucky Power Company 
1645 Winchester Avenue 
Ashland, KY 41101 

* Kenergy Corp. 
Kenergy Corp. 
6402 Old Corydon Road 
P. O. Box 18 
Henderson, KY 42419 

* Auxier Road Gas Company, Inc. 
Auxier Road Gas Company, Inc. 
2963 Ky Rte 321 North 
PO Box 408 
Prestonsburg, KY 41653 

* Denotes served by Email 



* Kentucky Frontier Gas, LLC 
Kentucky Frontier Gas, LLC 
2963 Ky Rte 321 North 
PO Box 408 
Prestonsburg, KY 41653 

* Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
139 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

* Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
139 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

* Fleming-Mason Energy Cooperative, In 
Fleming-Mason Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
1449 Elizaville Road 
P. O. Box 328 
Flemingsburg, KY 41041 

* Meade County R.E.C.C. 
Meade County R.E.C.C. 
P. O. Box 489 
Brandenburg, KY 40108-0489 

* Nolin R.E.C.C. 
Nolin R.E.C.C. 
411 Ring Road 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701-6767 

* South Kentucky R.E.C.C. 
South Kentucky R.E.C.C. 
200 Electric Avenue 
Somerset, KY 42501 

* Larisa M. Vaysman 
Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
139 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45201 

* Natural Energy Utility Corporation 
Natural Energy Utility Corporation 
2560 Hoods Creek Pike 
Ashland, KY 41102 

* Atmos Energy Corporation 
Atmos Energy Corporation 
3275 Highland Pointe Drive 
Owensboro, KY 42303 

* Denotes served by Email Service List for Case 2026-00185 



* Big Sandy R.E.C.C. 
Big Sandy R.E.C.C. 
504 11th Street 
Paintsville, KY 41240 

* Clark Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
Clark Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
2640 Ironworks Road 
P. O. Box 748 
Winchester, KY 40392-0748 

* Cumberland Valley Electric, Inc. 
Cumberland Valley Electric, Inc. 
Highway 25E 
P. O. Box 440 
Gray, KY 40734 

* East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc 
East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc. 
4775 Lexington Road 
P. O. Box 707 
Winchester, KY 40392-0707 

* Inter-County Energy Cooperative Corp 
Inter-County Energy Cooperative Corporation 
1009 Hustonville Road 
P. O. Box 87 
Danville, KY 40423-0087 

* Jackson Energy Cooperative Corporati 
Jackson Energy Cooperative Corporation 
115 Jackson Energy Lane 
McKee, KY 40447 

* Licking Valley R.E.C.C. 
Licking Valley R.E.C.C. 
P. O. Box 605 
271 Main Street 
West Liberty, KY 41472 

* Owen Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Owen Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
8205 Highway 127 North 
P. O. Box 400 
Owenton, KY 40359 

* Shelby Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
Shelby Energy Cooperative, Inc. 
620 Old Finchville Road 
Shelbyville, KY 40065 

* Denotes served by Email Service List for Case 2026-00185 



* Salt River Electric Cooperative Corp 
Salt River Electric Cooperative Corp. 
111 West Brashear Avenue 
P. O. Box 609 
Bardstown, KY 40004 

* Blue Grass Energy Cooperative Corp. 
Blue Grass Energy Cooperative Corp. 
1201 Lexington Road 
P. O. Box 990 
Nicholasville, KY 40340-0990 

* Grayson R.E.C.C. 
Grayson R.E.C.C. 
109 Bagby Park 
Grayson, KY 41143 

* Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc. 
Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc. 
290 W Nationwide Blvd 
Columbus, OH 43215 

* Taylor County R.E.C.C. 
Taylor County R.E.C.C. 
625 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 100 
Campbellsville, KY 42719 

* Delta Natural Gas Company, Inc. 
Delta Natural Gas Company, Inc. 
3617 Lexington Road 
Winchester, KY 40391 

* Big Rivers Electric Corporation 
Big Rivers Electric Corporation 
710 West 2nd Street 
P. O. Box 20015 
Owensboro, KY 42304 

* Rick E Lovekamp 
Manager - Regulatory Affairs 
LG&E and KU Energy LLC 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Robert Conroy 
Vice President, State Regulation and Rates 
LG&E and KU Energy LLC 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Denotes served by Email Service List for Case 2026-00185 



* Rocco O D'Ascenzo 
Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
139 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45201 

* Sheena McGee Leach 
Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. 
139 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45201 

* Kentucky Utilities Company 
Kentucky Utilities Company 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
P. O. Box 32010 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Louisville Gas and Electric Company 
Louisville Gas and Electric Company 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Louisville Gas and Electric Company 
Louisville Gas and Electric Company 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Sara Judd 
Assistant General Counsel 
PPL Services Corporation 
2701 Eastpoint Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40223 

* Navitas KY NG, LLC 
Navitas KY NG, LLC 
3186-D Airway Avenue 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

* Denotes served by Email Service List for Case 2026-00185 


